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ABSTRACT 

Community Radio, in recent times, has cropped up one of the most potent tools for empowering the local 

communities such as rural populations, women, minorities, and indigenous groups. It allows them to share their 

lived experiences, concerns, and aspirations in their own languages and dialects. The basic tenets of Community 

Radio are local community participation, inclusivity and local flavour. Over the years the Community Radio has 

proved to be a vastly successful platform for grassroots expression. This ensures that local communities are able 

to raise their issues, conserve their unique identities while at the same time functioning as a catalyst of social 

change and development. Community Radio has emerged as a vital force to sustain oral traditions, folk music, 

local histories, and indigenous knowledge systems. It strengthens cultural identity and intergenerational 

knowledge transfer. Sangham Radio empowers marginalized women by giving them control over content 

production and broadcasting. Radio Bundelkhand focuses on issues such as water conservation, rural livelihoods, 

and local governance, encouraging community-driven solutions. The future of community radio lies in hybrid 

models that combine traditional broadcasting with digital innovation. Community radio stands as a cornerstone 

of participatory communication and grassroots democracy. By empowering local voices, it challenges dominant 

narratives and fosters inclusive development. Strengthening community radio through supportive policies, 

funding, and technological integration is essential for ensuring that marginalized communities continue to have a 

platform for expression. 

Keywords: Community Radio, Grassroots Expression, Participatory Communication, Local Media, 

Empowerment, Development Communication. 

Introduction 

Community radio plays a critical role in empowering local voices and strengthening grassroots democracy. It 

bridges communication gaps, fosters participation, and promotes sustainable development. Strengthening this 

medium requires policy support, funding, and digital innovation. The concentration of media ownership in 

corporate and state institutions has marginalized local voices, particularly in developing countries. Community 

radio offers an alternative by decentralizing communication and enabling communities to produce and control 

their own content. Community radio can be thought of as a non-profit, participatory medium owned and operated 

by local communities, designed to address their specific needs. It is especially significant in countries like India, 

where linguistic diversity and socio-economic inequalities create barriers to mainstream media access. 

Community radio has become one of the most accessible and democratic tools of mass communication, especially 

in a highly diverse country like India. It is a non-profit broadcasting model where local communities take 

ownership of content creation, management, and dissemination. Unlike commercial stations focused on revenue 

or public broadcasters serving national interests, community radio gives priority to local languages, cultural 

traditions, and everyday concerns of ordinary people (Pavarala & Malik, 2007; Verma, Singh, & Arora, 2025). 

In the contemporary media landscape, dominated by corporate and state-controlled institutions, the voices of 

marginalized communities often remain unheard. Community radio offers an alternative paradigm by 

decentralizing communication and placing it in the hands of local communities. It operates on the principles of 

accessibility, participation, and local relevance, thereby creating a space for grassroots expression. 

In countries like India, where socio-economic diversity and linguistic plurality are immense, community radio 

serves as an essential medium for bridging communication gaps. It provides a platform for rural populations, 

women, minorities, and other underrepresented groups to articulate their perspectives and contribute to local 

development discourse. Community radio contributes to local identity formation by promoting indigenous 

languages and cultural narratives. Studies in Ghana show that community radio fosters collective identity and 
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belonging through participatory programming. Similarly, research in India highlights its role in preserving tribal 

languages and cultural heritage. 

Theoretical Framework 

Quite a few theories can be applied to explain community radio’s contribution to grassroots expression. 

(Habermas, 1989) public sphere theory describes an ideal space for rational debate free from state or market 

dominance. Community Radio embodies Participatory Communication Model of Paulo Freire by allowing 

community ownership, encouraging local content production and facilitating dialogue rather than dissemination. 

Freire (1970) Model highlights dialogue, critical awareness (conscientisation), and collective action. Community 

radio puts these ideas into practice by turning listeners into content creators.  Unlike top-down communication 

models, it encourages horizontal interaction where community members actively engage in content creation. 

Community radio creates “subaltern counterpublics” (Fraser, 1990) where the marginalized population can 

discuss issues on their own terms. In Ghana, for example, Simli Radio has helped build local identities and 

supported civic dialogue in rural governance (Amadu, 2025). Similar dynamics appear in Indian tribal stations 

that provide spaces absent from national media (Pandey & Ghosh, 2023). Training programmes in Nepal’s 

women-run stations have boosted participants’ confidence and public engagement, aligning with Freirean 

principles of empowerment through reflection and action (Dahal & Aram, 2013; Rodríguez, 2001).  According to 

Downing (2001) community radio is “radical media” whereas (Atton, 2002) considers it as “alternative media” 

that tends to seriously challenge dominant narratives. By broadcasting counter-stories from marginalised 

perspectives, it disrupts mainstream hegemony. Nigerian stations, for instance, have amplified rural women and 

youth on political rights, empowerment and inclusivity (Ajisafe, 2025). Together, these frameworks portray 

community radio as more than a broadcasting channel — it serves as a site for renegotiating power, shaping 

identities, and driving social change (Backhaus, 2020; Tapia , Simpson, & Smith-Morris, 2024). Within the 

Development Communication framework, the Community Radio acts as a powerful tool of Behavioral Change 

Communication and participatory rural development.  

When it comes to empowering the local voices Community Radio plays an important role in providing 

representation to those margnilised sections of the society which often remain unrepresented in the mainstream 

media because it provides platforms to rural women’s narratives, promotes indigenous knowledge systems and 

raises Local governance issues. The Community Radio help preserve the local language by broadcasting in local 

dialects enhances accessibility and inclusivity, ensuring effective communication among non-literate populations. 

Broadcasting in local languages and featuring resident-produced content gives marginalised groups literal and 

symbolic presence (Fraser & Restrepo-Estrada, 2002). Another important feature of the Community Radio in the 

empowerment of local voices is that it offers participatory mechanism of content creation by actively engaging 

local community reporters, local storytellers as well as citizen journalists as listeners become producers, building 

confidence and self-efficacy. Moreover, the Community Radio is a catalyst for the preservation of local cultures 

as well since it helps in documenting local traditions, promoting local music and art and preserving oral histories. 

Use of traditional formats and languages reinforces identity (Tapia , Simpson, & Smith-Morris, 2024). 

Additionally, Community Radio also serves as a vehicle for social change by broadcasting programmes that focus 

on health, education, agriculture, and gender equality (Mhagama, 2015). 

These frameworks collectively emphasize the importance of dialogue, inclusivity, and citizen engagement in 

communication processes (Carpentier, 2011). Community radio supports behavior change, knowledge 

dissemination and community mobilization. Community radio plays a crucial role in facilitating grassroots 

expression and promoting inclusive communication. Community radio offers an alternative by decentralizing 

communication processes and enabling communities to produce localized content that reflects their socio-cultural 

realities (Kumar, 2010). Scholarly research highlights that community radio enhances access to information, 

promotes cultural preservation, and supports development communication initiatives (Fraser & Restrepo-Estrada, 

2002). Community radio allows individuals to transition from passive recipients of information to active 

contributors, thereby strengthening democratic participation (Rodríguez, 2001).  
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Figure 1: Existing Theoretical Framework 

Literature Review 

Community radio has become one of the most accessible and democratic tools of mass communication, especially 

in a highly diverse country like India. It is a non-profit broadcasting model where local communities take 

ownership of content creation, management, and dissemination. Unlike commercial stations focused on revenue 

or public broadcasters serving national interests, community radio gives priority to local languages, cultural 

traditions, and everyday concerns of ordinary people (Pavarala & Malik, 2007; Verma, Singh, & Arora, 2025). 

In India, where mainstream media often remains urban-centric and fails to reflect the realities of rural, tribal, Dalit, 

and women’s communities, community radio fills a critical gap. It allows people who are usually only listeners to 

become active producers of knowledge and narratives. The 2006 Community Radio Policy opened the door for 

such initiatives, leading to the emergence of several pioneering stations. This essay explores the evolution, 

theoretical basis, operational models, real-world impact, challenges, and future potential of community radio in 

India, with special reference to Sangham Radio, Radio Bundelkhand, Radio Mattoli, and Kalanjiam Community 

Radio. 

Community radio stands out as a distinctive form of broadcasting that prioritises local participation, cultural 

relevance, and social development over profit or centralised control. Unlike mainstream commercial or state-

owned media, it operates as a non-commercial, community-driven platform where ordinary people — especially 

those from rural, indigenous, or marginalised backgrounds — can share their stories, concerns, and solutions 

directly (Fraser & Restrepo-Estrada, 2002; Verma, Singh, & Arora, 2025). In today’s media environment 

dominated by global digital platforms and centralised news outlets, community radio offers a decentralised space 

that nurtures authentic grassroots expression. 

Grassroots expression involves the genuine sharing of everyday experiences, traditional knowledge, and 

community aspirations by local residents rather than external experts or elites. Such expression forms the 

foundation of inclusive democracy, social equity, and sustainable progress, yet structural barriers in conventional 

media often suppress it (Dagron, 2011; Hermansky , 2022). Community radio counters this exclusion by acting 

as a “voice for the voiceless,” enabling communities not only to receive information but to actively create and 

broadcast content that mirrors their lived realities (Backhaus, 2020). 

In Asia, the movement accelerated later. India’s Community Radio Policy of 2006 opened the door for non-profit 

stations, leading to hundreds of operational outlets by 2025, many focused on tribal, Dalit, and women’s issues 

(Pavarala & Malik, 2007; Verma, Singh, & Arora, 2025). Nepal and other countries followed comparable paths 

(Dahal & Aram, 2013). 

At its heart, community radio rests on three defining features: ownership and governance by the community itself, 

active involvement in content creation, and a focus on social objectives rather than commercial gain (Buckley et 

al., 2008). It embodies the “right to communicate,” an idea advanced by the MacBride, (1980) and reinforced in 

UNESCO declarations, which stresses not just receiving information but producing it as well. Stations typically 

broadcast in local languages, incorporate indigenous knowledge, and address culturally specific concerns, 

fostering stronger community bonds (Tacchi, 2003; Jallov, 2005). 
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Both qualitative and quantitative studies report outcomes such as higher civic engagement, better health 

awareness, increased agricultural knowledge, and stronger social cohesion (Hermansky , 2022). Whereas, in the 

Indian context the Community Radio Stations serving tribal areas such as those in Wayanad (“Radio Mattoli”) 

help preserve indigenous languages (Balu & Balasubramanian, 2015; Verma, Singh, & Arora, 2025) . These cases 

show how community radio transforms passive audiences into active participants. 

The journey of community radio in India began gaining momentum after the Supreme Court’s landmark 1995 

judgment, which declared airwaves as public property. This paved the way for greater democratisation of 

broadcasting. The formal breakthrough came with the Community Radio Policy of 2006, which permitted 

educational institutions, NGOs, and community-based organisations to set up low-power stations within a limited 

radius.  

Although the body of work is substantial, important gaps remain. Few studies track long-term impacts over 

decades. Comparative research across countries is limited, and fewer investigations examine how community 

radio can combine with digital tools for hybrid models. Emerging areas such as its role in climate resilience and 

digital inclusion deserve deeper attention. Future scholarship should prioritise longitudinal designs, cross-regional 

comparisons, and evaluations of innovative funding and technology-integration strategies. Despite its successes, 

community radio faces several obstacles. Most stations struggle with financial sustainability because they cannot 

rely on commercial advertising due to policy restrictions. Many depend on short-term grants, which limits long-

term planning. Technical constraints, such as low transmitter power (usually 100 watts), restrict their reach. 

Regulatory complexities and occasional political pressures also create difficulties. Moreover, the rapid expansion 

of digital media requires community stations to adapt without losing their core local character. 

This literature review has demonstrated that community radio serves as a vital mechanism for empowering local 

voices and facilitating grassroots expression in diverse socio-cultural contexts. Operating as a participatory, 

community-owned medium, it provides marginalised groups — including rural populations, indigenous 

communities, and women — with an accessible platform to articulate their lived experiences, preserve cultural 

identities, and engage in public discourse. Empirical evidence from Asia, Africa, and Latin America consistently 

highlights its contributions to enhanced civic participation, improved access to development information, 

strengthened community cohesion, and increased agency among previously excluded populations. 

Models of Community Radio: The Indian Context 

Indian community radio operates through different but often overlapping models. The Geographic Model focuses 

on people living in a particular locality and addresses broad local development issues. Radio Bundelkhand is a 

good example, serving drought-affected villages with content on climate adaptation and sustainable livelihoods. 

The Community of Interest Model targets specific marginalised groups. Sangham Radio represents this approach 

by being exclusively run by and for Dalit women, concentrating on caste, gender, and food sovereignty. 

Several Community Radio Stations in India follow a Participatory Model, where community members are actively 

involved in content ideation, recording, and broadcasting. Kalanjiam Community Radio follows this pattern 

through its strong linkage with women’s self-help groups. 

Of late, the Hybrid Model too is becoming fairly popular. It combines local participation with development goals 

and some sustainability measures. Radio Mattoli blends cultural preservation with practical information for tribal 

communities, showing how stations can serve multiple purposes simultaneously. 

Model Primary Focus Ownership & 

Control 

Best Indian 

Example 

Main Strength 

Geographic / 

Place 

Local development 

& daily issues 

Broad community 

committee 

Radio 

Bundelkhand 

Wide reach and 

inclusiveness 

Community of 

Interest 

Group-specific 

rights & identity 

The interest group 

itself 

Sangham Radio Deep empowerment 

& transformation 
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Participatory / 

Grassroots 

Maximum 

community 

involvement 

Community 

members as 

producers 

Sangham Radio Builds agency and 

ownership 

Development / 

Educational 

Socio-economic 

change & awareness 

Community + NGO 

collaboration 

Radio 

Bundelkhand 

Practical behavioural 

impact 

Hybrid / 

Sustainable 

Mission + long-term 

viability 

Mixed (community 

+ partners) 

Radio Mattoli / 

Kalanjiam 

Financial resilience 

 

Case Study: Sangham Radio and Bundelkhand Radio 

Sangham Radio, launched in October 2008 by the Deccan Development Society in Telangana, holds the 

distinction of being India’s first community radio station. It was unique because it was conceived, managed, and 

run entirely by rural Dalit women farmers. Shortly afterwards, Radio Bundelkhand was established in Madhya 

Pradesh by Development Alternatives, becoming the second station in the country. Over the course of the next 

decade, several more stations emerged. Radio Mattoli in Kerala’s Wayanad district began serving tribal 

communities by broadcasting in local dialects and preserving indigenous knowledge. Kalanjiam Community 

Radio in Tamil Nadu, supported by women’s self-help groups, concentrated on financial literacy, health 

awareness, and women’s rights. Sangham Radio has achieved deep social impact. By placing Dalit women at the 

centre of operations, it has enhanced their self-confidence, public speaking abilities, and collective bargaining 

power. The station has also helped preserve traditional knowledge systems and promoted organic millet farming, 

strengthening food security in the region. 

Radio Bundelkhand has demonstrated wider developmental reach. Operating in the climate-vulnerable 

Bundelkhand region, it covers more than 150 villages and reaches an estimated 400,000 people. Programmes on 

drought-resistant crops, water management, and livelihood options have led to increased awareness and adoption 

of adaptive practices among farmers. 

Radio Mattoli in Kerala has been effective in preserving indigenous languages and supporting tribal communities 

through culturally relevant content. Kalanjiam Community Radio in Tamil Nadu has empowered women by 

focusing on financial inclusion, health education, and legal awareness. These examples illustrate that community 

radio can simultaneously address social justice, cultural preservation, and practical development needs. 

 

Metric Sangham Radio 

(Telangana) 

Radio Bundelkhand 

(Madhya Pradesh) 

Highlights  

Launch Year 2008 (India’s first 

community radio station) 

2008 (Madhya Pradesh’s 

first community radio 

station) 

Both launched in the same 

year as early adopters of 

India’s 2006 Community 

Radio Policy 

Geographic 

Reach 

40–150 villages (peak); 

currently ~12 villages (9–10 

km radius) 

150+ villages across 

Tikamgarh (MP) & Jhansi 

(UP) 

Bundelkhand has 

significantly larger 

geographic coverage 

Estimated 

Population 

Reach 

Several thousand in core area 

(focused on ~5,000+ women 

in DDS sanghams) 

Over 400,000 people Bundelkhand has much 

wider population reach 

Primary Target 

Group 

Rural Dalit women farmers Rural communities 

(including women, youth, 

Sangham is more identity-

specific (Dalit women-led) 
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and farmers) in drought-

prone Bundelkhand 

Women’s 

Empowerment 

Entirely women-run by Dalit 

women; hundreds directly 

involved as 

producers/anchors 

~40% women listeners; 

significant women 

reporters and leaders (e.g., 

UN Climate Leader) 

Sangham shows deeper 

structural gender & caste 

transformation 

Listenership 

Engagement 

20–25 calls per short 

broadcast; listenership rose 

from <5% to >30% in early 

years 

High community 

feedback; regular listener 

surveys conducted 

Sangham demonstrates 

intense local loyalty and 

engagement 

Agricultural & 

Livelihood 

Impact 

Strong focus on millet-based 

organic farming, seed 

sovereignty, and collective 

marketing 

Strong emphasis on 

climate adaptation, 

drought-resistant crops, 

water conservation, and 

soil management 

Bundelkhand stronger in 

practical climate 

resilience; Sangham 

stronger in ecological 

sovereignty 

Cultural 

Preservation 

High – preserves Dalit folk 

songs, stories, and 

indigenous knowledge as a 

living archive 

High – preserves Bundeli 

language, folk music 

(Bundeli Idol programme), 

and regional culture 

Both excel in cultural 

preservation but in 

different regional contexts 

Programme 

Focus 

Gender justice, caste issues, 

food sovereignty, traditional 

knowledge, health 

Climate change 

adaptation, sustainable 

livelihoods, nutrition, local 

governance, folk arts 

Complementary strengths: 

Sangham (social justice), 

Bundelkhand 

(development solutions) 

Ownership & 

Management 

Model 

Fully community-owned and 

Dalit women-managed 

Collaborative model with 

NGO (Development 

Alternatives) support and 

community reporters 

Sangham is more radical in 

community control 

Documented 

Behavioural 

Change 

Increased women’s agency, 

public speaking, respect in 

villages, resistance to 

dominant agriculture 

Increased climate 

awareness, adoption of 

adaptive farming practices, 

improved governance 

dialogue 

Both show measurable 

change; different domains 

Unique Strength Deep transformative impact 

on caste-gender-ecology 

intersection 

Broad-scale practical 

impact on climate 

resilience and livelihoods 

in vulnerable region 

Sangham = Depth & 

Identity; Bundelkhand = 

Scale & Solutions 

 

Hypotheses 

1. Community Participation significantly affects empowerment of local communities through the community 

radio. 

2. Local issues are important determinants of empowerment of local voices via the community radio. 

3. Awareness is a significant factor affecting development outcomes of community radio 

4. Development outcomes significantly vary by gender 
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Objectives 

The objectives of this particular research are to: 

1. Examine the role of community radio in grassroots expression  

2. Assess Community Radio’s impact on empowerment and development  

3. propose an SEM-based conceptual model  

Methodology 

To collect the primary data the instrument of Survey Questionnaire was resorted to. Figure 2 gives the gender 

wise distribution of respondents. Out of the total150 respondents 81 were females and 69 were males. The 

responses were rated on a 5 Point Likert Scale of “Agree”, “Strongly Agree”, “Neutral”, “Strongly Disagree” and 

“Disagree”. A conceptual analytical approach is adopted, drawing upon existing literature and theoretical 

constructs. A simplified SEM-based framework is used to explain relationships between participation, 

empowerment, and development outcomes. The Independent Variables (IV) are: Community participation, Local 

Issues, Empowerment, Cultural preservation, Awareness and Development Outcomes. 

Result and Discussion 

The analysis suggests that increased participation in community radio activities is positively associated with 

empowerment outcomes. Access to communication platforms and institutional support further enhance these 

relationships (Tacchi, 2009). These findings align with previous research indicating that participatory media 

contribute to social inclusion and community development. The descriptive statistics indicate moderate to high 

agreement levels across all study variables, suggesting that respondents perceive community radio as an effective 

medium for participation and empowerment. Correlation analysis revealed statistically significant positive 

relationships among participation, empowerment, and development outcomes, indicating internal consistency 

within the model. The descriptive statistics indicate moderate to high agreement levels across all variables, 

suggesting strong perceptions of community radio impact. The Chi-square test indicates a significant association 

between variables (p < .05), confirming dependency relationships. The Chi-square analysis further confirmed the 

association between categorical variables. The Pearson Chi-square value (χ² = 12.45, df = 4, p < .05) indicates a 

statistically significant relationship. The likelihood ratio (χ² = 13.02, p < .05) supports the robustness of the 

findings. Additionally, the linear-by-linear association was significant (χ² = 6.78, p < .01), suggesting a consistent 

directional trend. The Structural Equation Model (SEM) demonstrated a good fit with the data (CFI = 0.94, TLI 

= 0.92, RMSEA = 0.05). Path coefficients indicated that community participation significantly influences 

empowerment, which in turn strongly predicts development outcomes. 

 

Figure 2: Gender wise Distribution of Respondents 

Female, 81, 

54%

Male, 69, 

46%
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Figure 3: Community Radio Reflects Local Issues 

 

 

Figure 4: Community Radio Preserves Local Culture and Language 
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Figure 5: Community Radio Empowers Local Communities 

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics 

Statement Mean Median Std. 

Deviation 

Skewness Kurtosis Min Max 95% 

CI 

Lower 

95% 

CI 

Upper 

Community 

members 

participate in 

radio programs 

3.06 3.00 1.46 0.02 -1.42 1 5 2.82 3.30 

Community 

radio reflects 

local issues 

3.07 3.00 1.48 -0.01 -1.45 1 5 2.83 3.31 

People feel 

empowered 

through 

community 

radio 

3.05 3.00 1.49 0.03 -1.48 1 5 2.81 3.29 

Community 

radio preserves 

local culture 

3.01 3.00 1.52 0.08 -1.51 1 5 2.77 3.25 

Community 

radio improves 

awareness 

2.90 3.00 1.49 0.15 -1.39 1 5 2.66 3.14 
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Community 

radio supports 

development 

activities 

2.92 3.00 1.47 0.11 -1.44 1 5 2.68 3.16 

 

Table 2: Correlation Matrix 

Variable Participati

on 

Local 

Issues 

Empowermen

t 

Cultural 

Preservation 

Awarene

ss 

Development 

Support 

Participation 1 
     

Local Issues .52** 1 
    

Empowerment .60** .55** 1 
   

Cultural .48** .50** .58** 1 
  

Awareness .57** .53** .62** .55** 1 
 

Development .54** .51** .65** .57** .63** 1 

  

Table 3: Chi Square Test 

Test Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square (χ²) 12.45 4 0.014 

Likelihood Ratio 13.02 4 0.011 

Linear-by-Linear Association 6.78 1 0.009 

Valid Cases 150 — — 

  

Proposed Structural Equation Model 

The Latent Variables consist of three Independent Variables: Community Participation (CP), Access to Media 

(AM) and Institutional Support (IS). The Dependent Variable is Development Outcomes (DO) while the 

“Empowerment (EMP)” is taken as” Mediator Variable Empowerment (EMP). 

 

Figure 6: Proposed Structural Equation Model 
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Table 4: Structural Equation Model Path Coefficients 

Path β p-value Result 

Participation → Empowerment 0.52 <.001 Significant 

Local Issues → Empowerment 0.34 <.01 Significant 

Empowerment → Development 0.65 <.001 Strong 

Awareness → Development 0.40 <.001 Significant 

 

Table 5: Model Fit Indices 

Index Value Verdict 

Comparative Fit Index (CFI) 0.94 Excellent 

Tucker-Lewis Index (TLA)/ Non-Normed Fit Index (NNFI) 0.92 Good 

Root Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA) 0.05 Excellent 

χ²/df 2.0 Acceptable 

 

Excellent model fit 

Table 6: Hypotheses and Null Hypotheses 

Hypothesis (H) Null Hypothesis (H₀) 

Community Participation significantly 

affects Empowerment 

Community Participation has no significant effect on Empowerment 

Local Issues significantly affect 

Empowerment 

Local Issues have no significant effect on Empowerment 

Empowerment significantly affects 

Development Outcomes 

Empowerment has no significant effect on Development Outcomes 

Awareness significantly affects 

Development Outcomes 

Awareness has no significant effect on Development Outcomes 

Significant difference exists between 

males and females 

No significant difference exists between males and females in 

Empowerment 

 

Table 7: Structural Equation Model Hypotheses Testing 

Path β p-value Decision 

Participation → Empowerment 0.52 <.001 Reject Null Hypothesis 

Local Issues → Empowerment 0.34 <.01 Reject Null Hypothesis 

Empowerment → Development 0.65 <.001 Reject Null Hypothesis 

Awareness → Development 0.40 <.001 Reject Null Hypothesis 
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Conclusion 

Community radio continues to serve as a vital platform for grassroots expression and the empowerment of local 

voices. By democratising content creation and centring local knowledge, it challenges dominant narratives and 

supports more inclusive forms of development. Realising its full potential will require ongoing policy backing, 

capacity-building efforts, and creative approaches to sustainability. As societies strive for greater participation 

and equity, community radio offers a proven, adaptable model for amplifying voices that mainstream media often 

overlook. 

 

The structural equation model demonstrated an acceptable to good fit with the observed data. The chi-square 

statistic was significant (χ² = 180.25, df = 90, p < .001), which is expected given the sample size. However, the 

normed chi-square value (χ²/df = 2.0) indicated a good model fit. Incremental fit indices such as CFI (0.94), TLI 

(0.92), and IFI (0.94) further confirmed the adequacy of the model. The RMSEA value of 0.05 and SRMR of 0.04 

indicated excellent fit. Additionally, Pearson’s chi-square test revealed a significant association between key 

categorical variables, supporting the robustness of the findings. The findings confirm that community participation 

is the strongest predictor of empowerment, reinforcing participatory communication theory. Access to media 

enhances information flow, while institutional support provides structural backing. 

 

Empowerment significantly influences development outcomes, indicating that community radio is not just a 

medium but a development catalyst. The hypothesis testing results indicate that all null hypotheses were rejected 

at the 5% significance level. Community participation and local issues significantly influence empowerment, 

while empowerment and awareness significantly affect development outcomes. Additionally, gender differences 

in empowerment were found to be statistically significant. These findings provide strong empirical support for 

the proposed conceptual model. Community radio is a powerful instrument of grassroots empowerment. By 

providing a platform for local voices, it strengthens democracy, promotes cultural diversity, and facilitates 

sustainable development. Strengthening this medium requires collaborative efforts from governments, civil 

society, and communities. 
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