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As professional networking increasingly shifts to digital platforms, LinkedIn has become a vital tool for career
advancement. Despite its growing significance, the extent of LinkedIn’s adoption, awareness, and optimization
practices among Gen Z remains underexplored. This study aims to assess how Gen Z students and young
professionals perceive LinkedIn as a career-building platform, the degree to which they optimize their profiles,
and the key factors influencing their engagement.

The research employs a survey-based approach, collecting responses from Gen Z participants across diverse
academic and professional backgrounds. It examines LinkedIn usage patterns, the level of profile optimization,
and the perceived importance of maintaining a professional digital presence. Additionally, the study explores
barriers to adoption and differences in usage based on factors such as education level, career aspirations, and
digital literacy.

By shedding light on how Gen Z engages with LinkedIn, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of digital
career readiness, personal branding, and the role of professional networking in modern job markets. The findings
will be valuable for educators, career counselors, and recruiters seeking to bridge the gap between young
professionals and industry expectations.
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Literature Review:

As digital networking becoming increasingly important in professional and academic domains, LinkedIn has
emerged as a leading platform for career advancement and personal branding. Despite its significance, research
on how Generation Z perceives, adopts, and optimizes LinkedIn remains limited. This literature review
synthesizes publicly available research on LinkedIn's role in professional networking, its adoption, profile
optimization strategies, and career benefits for Gen Z.

LinkedIn as a Digital Networking Tool

LinkedIn has redefined professional networking by offering a space to job seekers, recruiters, and industry
professionals (Ramos, 2019). Unlike traditional job search methods, LinkedIn integrates networking, skill-
building, and career development on a single platform (Chen et al., 2023). Research by Kalhor et al. (2023)
indicates that use of LinkedIn enhances professional visibility, leading to higher job placement rates.

Profile Optimization and Visibility on LinkedIn

LinkedIn profile optimization plays a crucial role in increasing visibility and creating job opportunities. Ramos
(2019) suggests that LinkedIn's algorithm prioritizes profiles that are complete and regularly updated. Profile
pictures, compelling headlines, and skill endorsements enhance discoverability (Success.com, 2023).

Chen et al. (2023) introduce a model showing that profile completeness correlates positively with recruiter
engagement. Similarly, a study by PointLoma.edu (2023) emphasizes that keyword optimization in profile
summaries increases searchability and makes professionals more discoverable to hiring managers.

LinkedIn’s Role in Career Advancement

The importance of LinkedIn in career progression is widely documented. According to a study by
EveryoneSocial.com (2023), professionals with an active LinkedIn presence are 40% more likely to receive job
offers. LCS.com (2023) highlights that recruiters rely heavily on LinkedIn to assess candidates' qualifications.

https://ijapt.org 1934



International Journal of Economic Practices and Theories (IJEPT)
ISSN: 2247-7225
Volume 2026, Issue 1

Additionally, Planable.io (2023), emphasizes the need for having engaging summaries, professional photos, and
strategic networking for LinkedIn profile enhancement. These factors contribute in establishing a strong digital
presence that aligns with career aspirations.

LinkedIn as a Knowledge Economy Platform

Beyond networking, LinkedIn also serves as a knowledge-sharing platform. Arxiv.org (2023) notes that LinkedIn
Learning is highly successful in skill development for users and bridging gaps in traditional education systems.
The platform's learning experience fosters continuous professional growth, benefiting both individuals and
organizations (PMC.NCBL.NLM.NIH.GOV, 2023).

Research Gap

Despite substantial literature on LinkedIn's general user engagement, there is a noticeable gap in research focusing
specifically on Generation Z. While existing studies explore LinkedIn's role in career development, they do not
sufficiently examine how Gen Z perceives, utilizes, and optimizes this platform. Understanding these factors is
essential to tailoring LinkedIn’s features to better support emerging professionals.

Methodology

This study utilizes a quantitative, descriptive research design, employing a structured survey method to gather
data on LinkedIn usage patterns, optimization strategies, and perceived career benefits. A non-probability
convenience sampling method is employed for participant selection, focusing on Gen Z individuals. Respondents
are recruited through digital channels such as educational institutions, social media platforms, and professional
networks. The survey is conducted via Google Forms, ensuring accessibility to a diverse Gen Z audience.

Research Objectives
This study aims to assess Gen Z's awareness, adoption, and optimization of LinkedIn for professional branding
and career advancement. It examines usage patterns, profile completeness, and engagement levels while
identifying key barriers such as content creation and networking challenges. Additionally, the research explores
LinkedIn’s perceived impact on job opportunities and skill development, offering insights into how Gen Z can
better leverage the platform for professional success. The major objectives of the study are as follows.

1. To assess LinkedIn awareness among Gen Z
To analyze LinkedIn adoption and usage patterns among Gen Z
To evaluate LinkedIn profile optimization practices among Gen Z
To identify barriers to LinkedIn adoption and engagement among Gen Z
To examine the perceived impact of LinkedIn on career development for Gen Z
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Discussion of Result

e The findings indicate that LinkedIn awareness is significantly high among respondents (Gen Z), with
96% being familiar with the platform. However, awareness does not necessarily translate into usage, as
11.46% of those aware of LinkedIn do not have LinkedIn account. Among the 96% who were aware,
88.54% actively use LinkedIn, highlighting a strong adoption rate among Gen Z. The remaining 11.46%
have not created an account due to various reasons, including lack of awareness about its benefits,
perceived irrelevance to their career, or uncertainty about how to use it effectively.

These findings suggest that while LinkedIn is widely recognized as a professional networking tool,
barriers to adoption still exist.

e 76.5% of respondents actively use LinkedIn, with 44.7% engaging daily and 31.8% weekly, highlighting
its key role in professional networking.

However, there is room for improvement in engagement strategies to attract less active users and enhance
content relevance.
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e An overwhelming 88.2% (38.8% strongly agree and 49.4% agree) recognize LinkedIn as a crucial tool
for professional development. This highlights LinkedIn’s perceived significance in enhancing job
prospects and professional visibility.

e 60% of respondents secured a job or internship through LinkedIn, while 40% did not, highlighting its
impact on career advancement.

This highlights LinkedIn’s role in career advancement, though many users still miss direct job benefits.
Success may depend on profile completeness, engagement, and industry connections.

o 77.6% of respondents view LinkedIn as effective for career building, while 22.4% remain neutral,
possibly due to limited personal success. Notably, none found it ineffective, underscoring its value in
professional growth.

Increasing awareness of best practices could help neutral users leverage the platform more effectively.

e The findings suggest that most respondents actively connect with professionals through LinkedIn (14.1%
very frequently, 41.2% frequently, 27.1% occasionally, 11.8% rarely). However, 5.9% never use
LinkedIn for networking, indicating potential gaps in understanding its networking benefits and a need
of guidance on utilizing LinkedIn’s networking features effectively.

e Only 32.9% of users have fully completed profiles, while 58.8% have partially updated ones, and 8.2%
have never updated theirs.

This highlights that while most users recognize the importance of LinkedIn, regular profile optimization
remains a challenge.

e 73% of users engage on LinkedIn at least monthly, but 27.1% engage rarely or never. This highlights an
opportunity to encourage more consistent engagement for professional growth.

e 69.5% of respondents believe LinkedIn engagement boosts career opportunities (27.1% strongly agree,
42.4% agree), while 30.5% remain neutral, likely due to limited experience or awareness. This
underscores the general consensus on the career benefits of LinkedIn engagement.

e A strong willingness to learn about LinkedIn optimization is evident, with 91.8% expressing interest in
learning how to optimize their profiles for better career opportunities, while only 8.2% are not interested.
This indicates a high demand for LinkedIn-related skill development, presenting an opportunity for
educational initiatives or workshops focused on profile optimization and engagement strategies.

o  With 84.8% likely to recommend LinkedIn, its credibility as a career tool remains strong. However,
engaging the 15.3% neutral or unlikely users through better features and awareness campaigns could
further strengthen its impact.

e Networking with industry professionals (82%) is the top perceived benefit of LinkedIn, followed by job
opportunities (79%) and showcasing skills (77%). Staying updated with industry trends (56%) and
enhancing personal branding (53%) are also valued.

Notably, 0% believe LinkedIn lacks major benefits, reinforcing its strong relevance in professional
growth, with networking and job searching as primary drivers of engagement.

e Networking (80%) is the most used LinkedIn feature, followed by profile building and job search (63%
each). Reading professional posts (53%), following industry experts (49%), and company pages (45%)
see moderate use, while LinkedIn Learning (13%) is the least utilized.

This highlights an opportunity to boost awareness and accessibility of LinkedIn Learning for greater
engagement.

e The biggest challenge in maintaining a LinkedIn profile is posting relevant content (54%), followed by
writing a compelling summary (42%) and showcasing achievements (35%). Expanding networks (29%)
is also a concern.

This emphasizes a need for better content creation tools, profile-building guidance, and networking
strategies to enhance engagement.

e  Users primarily seek Al-based career recommendations (64%), improved networking and mentorship
(62%), and interactive job search features (59%). Additionally, 37% want easier profile-building tools,
while 35% seek more free LinkedIn Learning courses.
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Enhancing these features can improve user experience, career outcomes, and LinkedIn’s standing as a
top professional platform.

LinkedIn User Insights: Benefits, Usage, Challenges, and Desired Improvements
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Major Findings (chi-square test result discussion)

The chi-square test confirms a significant link between education level and LinkedIn adoption. Higher
education levels may be associated with greater awareness and usage, while lower education levels may
correspond to less engagement.

This suggests a need for initiatives to promote LinkedIn awareness across different educational
backgrounds.

The chi-square test confirms a significant link between education level and LinkedIn networking
frequency, indicating that education influences how often individuals connect with professionals.

The chi-square test confirms a significant link between an individual’s status (student or professional)
and LinkedIn adoption.

This suggests that one's professional or academic status plays a role in LinkedIn adoption, with
professionals likely having a higher probability of maintaining an account compared to students.

The analysis confirms a significant link between LinkedIn usage frequency and job or internship
opportunities, emphasizing the platform's role in professional growth.

The analysis reveals a strong link between profile completeness and LinkedIn engagement frequency.
Users with fully completed profiles are significantly more active, while those with incomplete profiles
engage less.

This highlights the importance of profile optimization in fostering networking and career growth,
suggesting a need for awareness initiatives on enhancing LinkedIn profiles for better engagement and
visibility.

Though various Chi square test suggests presence of relationship between two variables, a further analysis is
needed to determine the strength and direction of this relationship.

Conclusion
The findings of this study highlight LinkedIn’s significant role in shaping professional networking, career

development, and job opportunities among Gen Z. While LinkedIn enjoys high awareness levels, barriers to
adoption and engagement persist, such as limited understanding of its benefits, incomplete profiles, and
inconsistent engagement. The strong correlation between LinkedIn profile completeness and engagement
frequency underscores the importance of profile optimization in leveraging LinkedIn’s full potential. Additionally,
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LinkedIn’s effectiveness in career advancement is widely acknowledged, with a majority of respondents crediting
it for networking and job opportunities. However, the presence of a neutral segment indicates that some users may
not yet have realized LinkedIn’s full benefits, either due to lack of engagement or personal success stories.
Despite LinkedIn's success, challenges such as creating engaging content, writing compelling profile summaries,
and showcasing achievements hinder optimal utilization. Furthermore, the underutilization of LinkedIn Learning
suggests a gap in awareness about the platform’s educational potential. The study also reveals a demand for Al-
driven career recommendations, enhanced mentorship programs, and interactive job search features, reflecting a
growing expectation for LinkedIn to evolve into a more dynamic career-building platform. Addressing these
concerns can improve user engagement, enhance job placement success, and solidify LinkedIn as an indispensable
tool for professional growth.

Future scope of the study

This study is limited by its reliance on chi-square tests, restricting the depth of statistical analysis. Future research
can incorporate ANOVA, correlation, regression, and factor analysis to explore LinkedIn engagement patterns and
career outcomes more comprehensively. Additionally, the study captures a snapshot of Gen Z’s LinkedIn usage at
a specific point in time, lacking a longitudinal perspective to assess evolving trends. Expanding the research across
different timeframes, geographies, and demographic segments will provide deeper insights into LinkedIn’s long-
term impact on career development and professional networking.
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